The humanities in medical education.
The importance of humanities in general education is generally acknowledged. With respect to premedical education, a major impediment has been the belief that gaining admittance to medical school is exceedingly difficult and, therefore, a student must major in the sciences. In compensation, the humanities have been introduced in medical schools either through compressed 6-year programs or as curricular or extracurricular options. Studies have shown, however, that approximately 50% of all applicants are admitted to medical schools and that the relatively small proportion of students who have majored in the humanities do somewhat better than average. With respect to medical schools, results of an examination of programs throughout the country suggest that strong extracurricular rather than curricular programs should be developed for the humanities.